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Preface to the English Edition
I have had the honour and delight to be invited to give talks 
at  The National Institute of Development Administration 
of  Thailand (NIDA) several times since December 2014. 

NIDA  is a public graduate university with departments 
teaching Business Administration,  Applied Statistics, 

Language and Communication, Public Administration,
and Social and Environmental Development, as well as 
other faculties. 

On one occasion I was invited to give a talk entitled, ‘The Buddha’s 
Teachings and the Modern Concept of Good Governance and 
Management’. This was an interesting area to explore and I raised a 
number of points that had been described by the Buddha that related 
to this topic. After the talk was completed, during the question and 
answer session,  one very significant point that was raised was, in 
effect, ‘This is all well and good BUT, on a practical level, all these 
fine principles and skilful structures are undermined in this country 
by the overwhelming presence of corruption in the system. We are 
struggling to address this in a meaningful and effective way. What is 
your advice?’

This led to a lively discussion, the most striking point of which was the 
comment that, with respect to Thailand, ‘We have pretty much given 



up on the adult population – the bad habits are too deeply ingrained 
– so we are now principally aiming at the children. We are trying to 
school a new generation that sees corruption in a very different way.’ 
This then led onto my discovery that this book had been written with 
just this aim in mind, to educate the next generation in attitudes and 
practices that would prevent the seeds of corruption being allowed to 
sprout in the first place. 

The appropriateness of this as a project and the skill with which 
the present book had been crafted was very impressive to me. I 
immediately asked if copies could be made available to take to the 
Thai community in England, as well as asking for permission to 
possibly create an English version of the book. This you now have 
before you.

I am very grateful indeed for the permission from Dr. Juree
Vijitvatakan that we received to create an English edition of this wise 
and useful little book, also for the assistance provided 
by Dr. Kanokkan Anukansai in both arranging for the
talks and for the translation of this important 
publication. May it be of benefit to individuals and 
societies all around the world.

Amaro Bhikkhu
AMARAVATI MONASTERY, MARCH 2020



Audit, Accountability
‘Accountability’ means taking responsibility for things you have done. This 
includes being able to answer questions honestly and explain your behaviour. 
For people in authority this also means respecting those who may have voted 
for them; for example, a Prime Minister needs to be able to keep their promises 
and offer solutions to problems which affect the people of their country.

An ‘Audit’ is an official examination of the accounts of a business. This can 
include looking at a company’s finances as well as checking that they are doing 
business fairly and without corruption. The results of an Audit are written in a 
report which is then made public.



Bribery
‘Bribery’ is the act of offering someone 
something to gain an advantage, such 
as giving money to a police officer to 
encourage them to act dishonestly.



Corruption, Conflict of Interest, 
Cronyism, Complacency

The word corruption is used for all kinds of dishonest and unethical behaviour.

A ‘conflict of interest’ is a situation in which someone’s private interests are 
opposed to their responsibilities to other people. This can lead to ‘Cronyism’, 
which is when someone important gives jobs to their friends rather than 
employing the best people with the necessary skills and experience.

‘Complacency’ is a feeling of smug or careless satisfaction with oneself or one’s 
achievements and can lead to ignoring, or even not realizing, that there is a 
conflict of interest in one’s business.



Democracy
‘Democracy’ is a way of life and a system of government 
focusing on the rights, freedoms, and equality of the whole 
population. The government is elected democratically by the 
adult population and needs to be trusted by all the people.



Ethics
‘Ethics’ is defined as a set of moral principles that control a person’s 
behaviours, in both daily life and the work-place, for the purpose 
of living together in society. Examples of these are the professional 
ethics of teachers, politicians and government officers.



Fraud
‘Fraud’ is defined as criminal deception intended to take 
advantage of a situation or gain benefits for oneself, such as 
making changes to financial accounts of a company in order to 
deceive others.



Good Governance
Good governance is an essential model used to manage the prevention of 
corruption in society, including the rule of law by the courts and the police, the 
impartiality of the people, transparency, the rule of responsibility and the rule 
of efficiency.



Honesty
Honesty and trustworthiness are part of basic human 
morality, which helps to prevent the problem of corruption.



Integrity
A government officer has to be a person of integrity, with high
standards of morality and conducting every aspect of their work 
carefully and without scandal, with a focus on the benefit of
the country.



Justice
Justice is fair, accurate and with 
reasons, and giving the same 
penalty for all people without any 
personal bias, in order to create a 
more effective justice system.



Kick-back
Kick-backs are another form of bribery. It is a sum of money given 
to someone in return for providing help or exchanging benefits.



Legal Enforcement,
Legal Loop-holes

Legal enforcement is used to prevent corruption, to carry out the rule of law 
effectively, and to solve the problems of corruption. Legal loop-holes are 
ambiguities or inconsistencies in the justice system that allow someone to get 
away with something illegal.



Morality,
Money

Morality is the principle of responsibility used to control behaviour and is 
derived from a basis of learning, as well as from the innate human sense of 
honour. These moral standards can be cultivated in families, and they also 
include regional beliefs and practices. It is used to prevent all kinds of corruption 
because any moral person will be afraid of doing the wrong thing or feel guilty 
because of their own immorality, even though some of these actions might not 
be illegal. A moral person will not allow themselves to be bought with the power 
of money because correct behaviour and ethical conduct cannot be swayed by 
financial temptation.



Nepotism,
National Crime Agency

Nepotism is another kind of corruption, the use of power to show favour to 
friends and relatives by giving them unfair advantages.

The National Crime Agency (NCA) leads the UK’s fight to cut serious 
and organized crime, protecting the public by targeting and pursuing those
criminals who pose the greatest risk to the UK.



Ombudsman 
An ombudsman is an official charged with addressing 
complaints received from the general public. A group of 
ombudsmen are independently appointed by the government, 
to deal with those complaints in a fair, unbiased way.



People Participation,
People Power

People Participation and People Power are terms which refer to the public 
refusing to be defeated by corruption-related problems. It can be seen in the 
representation of opinions or getting together to protest against corruption of 
various kinds in society. 



Question,
Query

An honest and transparent government must allow people to check 
and to question when they have suspicions about the administration 
and must be also able to respond to queries from the people.



Rule of Law
The rule of law is the principle of using laws, applying them 
to everyone and with fairness, for the benefit of the country. 
A publicly stated and clear set of standards that everyone is 
expected to abide by shows that the country is governed by the 
rule of law and brings comfort and security to the nation.



Scandal, Scrutinize
When there are scandals involving the use of power, 
people are encouraged to scrutinize the scandal in 
order to research all the details and to make clear 
what has really been going on.



Transparency International UK 
Transparency International (TI) is a global movement sharing one vision:
a world in which government, politics, business, civil society and the daily lives 
of people are free of corruption. Transparency International UK (TI-UK) is 
the UK national chapter of this movement. Our vision is a society in which:

•  The lives of people in the UK and around the world are significantly improved.
•  The health of our institutions is enhanced.
•  We can trust the integrity of those in authority.
•  There is no impunity for the corrupt at home or abroad.



United Nations Convention 
against Corruption
The United Nations Convention against Corruption 
(UNCAC) is the only legally binding international 
multilateral anti-corruption treaty. UNCAC recognizes the 
importance of international cooperation and the need for 
cross-border corruption prevention and punishment. 



Voice, Vice
The voice of the people is an essential part of ending the 
problems of corruption in the nation.

Vice can be defined as immoral or wicked behaviour, criminal 
activities or immoral or wicked personal characteristics.



Whistle-Blower,
Whistle-Blower Protection

A whistle-blower is a person who informs the public about any kind of corruption 
within a public or a private organization, as well as corruption being carried 
out by individuals in positions of authority. This person has to be safeguarded 
by whistle-blower protection programs and supported at all costs.



X-ray, Xenophobia
News reporters who investigate corruption must have X-ray eyes! They should 
be able to see through dishonesty and report the truth.

Xenophobia is an irrational and unreasonable fear of anything different, 
foreign or strange. This difference could be in a person’s colour, speech,
religion or nationality. Xenophobia can lead to hate and even war, so by 
learning about and understanding each other’s differences we can help make 
the world a happier and safer place for everyone.



Youth
Focusing on the qualities of trust and honesty when educating our children and 
young people encourages beautiful and wholesome behaviour and is essential 
for their future and a society which is free from corruption.



Zigzag
A zig-zag is a crooked way to avoid something, such 
as the use of a zig-zag to buy and sell properties or 
stocks in order to avoid paying taxes.
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‘If a person speaks or acts with a pure
mind, happiness follows them like their

never-departing shadow’
Dhammapada 2

y the time we are adults, bad habits are often 
too deeply ingrained to change them easily. 
This small book aims to aid the establishment 

of skilful habits in children so that dishonest and
selfish tendencies do not get hatched in the first place.

We are trying to school a new generation to see the 
world in a way that delights in goodness and integrity, 
and to educate the young in attitudes and practices
that help prevent the seeds of corruption being allowed 
to sprout – for the benefit of each individual as well

as the society in which we live.
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