Dear friend of Amaravati,
This leaﬂet:
v provides information about what the
English Sangha Trust did with the kind
donations received for the Amaravati
monastic community in the year to 31st
March 2019.

Respecting Elders
Currently the nuns are occupying the Heartwood
buildings to help with the ‘displacement’ caused
by the building projects in the section of the
monastery that they generally live in.

v looks at the Trust’s plans for 2019-20 (the
current year).
A separate leaflet is available
regarding
the
finances
and
management of the Monastery.

Of course many will be active and fit, living well
into their 90’s at least, and the concept of
retirement does not apply in the conventional
sense, but still flexible accommodation with good
disability access will be helpful.
The sisters put many hours into planning this
building and decided to site it near the temple
and sala, for ease of access.

Review of 2018-19
In all the right ways it may appear that ‘not a
lot’ happened at Amaravati in 2018-19, if by
that we mean that community members
continued to practice diligently and the
summer saw several new bhikkhus and
siladhara undertake commitment to
monastic training through their respective
Going Forth and Acceptance ceremonies. As
before, hundreds of lay supporters attended
retreats, talks and festival days and
volunteered their time and ingenuity to
make them uplifting occasions.

Front Elevation of the Proposed
Nuns’ Nursing Kuti

New House and field
In December 2018 the community was
specifically gifted the means of buying a large
house, bungalow and the triangular field
opposite the monastery. The house is now
called Heartwood House. As the field lies
alongside the existing Amaravati Woods it
may be possible eventually to extend the
wooded area and support the Forest Sangha
in stewarding more forest and living in kutis.

By the end of the next decade it’s possible that
over 20 Amaravati monastics could be aged over
70 years.

The nuns at the gifted Heartwood House
The new Amara Kuti and Nissoko buildings, which
visitors to the monastery can see ample evidence of
from the back car park, will be complete in December
2019, and because the process has gone smoothly the
community felt able to design the Nuns’ Nursing Kuti,
which will in many ways match the Aroga Kuti already
built for ageing or disabled monks.

If Planning Permission is granted we expect
building on the Nursing Kuti to start in April 2020.
As before, it is designed to passivhaus and ecofriendly standards and is designed to be fairly low
maintenance and to last for many years.

Design and Consultation for rebuilding the
Sala, Kitchen and Work Yard areas
Due to the great generosity of a philanthropic
donor, the EST and sangha are able to start
planning for the rebuilding of the Sala, kitchen
and work yard areas, including the utilities’
pipe and cable infrastructure that lies under
the ground, and the storage facilities and
vehicle access in those areas.
This will be by far the biggest project to date
and we will be keeping everyone up to date as
the work progresses. The architects are being
appointed in the autumn of 2019. During the
three months that most of the community will
be participating in the Winter Retreat 2020,
the architects will be busy preparing some
designs to present in April, and for which there
will be displays and consultations. We hope to
get feedback from supporters who use these
areas in all the myriad different functions they
have, from storage of festival tables to flower
arranging, gathering spaces and kitchen
amenities. It is hoped the demolition & rebuild
will run from 2021-2023, and during that time
there will alternative facilities for receiving,
preparing and offering food dana, and all the
other activities that take place in the Sala.

The Stupa and path in the field - Update
Last year we wrote about the stupa which will
replace the one that has weak foundations. We
have some provisional designs and at present
Ajahn Amaro is exploring both the options for
foundations in the mobile clay soil, and the
preferred building materials.

Ways of Supporting Amaravati
All Forest Sangha monasteries are maintained
by the goodwill oﬀerings of supporters and
practitioners. Details of the many ways you can
help are on the website: www.amaravati.org
These include:
Skills and time: Contact the Lotus Volunteer
Group at LVG.enquiry@gmail.com. There are
lots of opportunities to practise and use your
talents.
Food or household Dana: To book a foodoﬀering in memory of a loved one or to ﬁnd out
what the monastery can best use, phone 01442
842455.
Money: Regular Standing Orders, one-oﬀ
cheques, cash, or electronic donations using the
website, via Paypal or with a credit card are all
possible, and enhanced by 25% if you complete
the Gift Aid form. The form is available on paper
and online:
https://www.amaravati.org/support/donations/
Cheques should be made payable to The English
Sangha Trust Ltd.
Leaving a Legacy: If you would like to leave
money or property for the beneﬁt of future
generations kindly ring the Trust Secretary on
01442 927019, or email est@amaravati.org so
that your wishes can be clariﬁed before you
draw up your Will.

Supporting the Amaravati Sangha.
Information for lay supporters from
The English Sangha Trust
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